
MEET THE MEMBERS
By Chuck Claypool

     Frank and Debbie Cimba  live in a neighborhood of nearly new homes outside of Centreville on the Eastern Shore.  My 
GPS took me to their door where I was greeted by Debbie and ushered into their comfortable living room.
     Debbie was born and raised in Somersette, PA.  There she attended the public schools.  She then went on to Robert 
Morris College in Pittsburgh where she not only earned a degree in Accounting, but also met Frank who was working toward 
his degree in Business Management.  They were married in Sommersette twenty-seven years ago and have a son, David, 
who lives in Detroit.  Debbie now works in the Loan Dept. of  the Easton Bank and Trust Company.
     Frank's route to college was not as direct.  He went to Trade School for a year and worked as an auto mechanic for two 
years.  His dad, Mike, (also a member of Corvette Annapolis) was in the coal mining business and told him to come into the 
mining business if he wanted to be a mechanic.  The pay was better, but the coal ran out and Mike went into the auto repair 
business while Frank went to college.  Frank was in the garage business for fifteen years in Johnstown, PA.  The town went 
downhill, and his dad and brother talked him into coming here in 2001.
     When it comes to ability as an auto mechanic, Frank's credentials are the best.  There are nine possible ASE (Automotive 
Service Excellece) certificates that a mechanic  can earn.  Each certificate covers a different area of the subject and is 
awarded after passing a comprehensive test.  Each of these must be renewed every two years. The subjects covered by the 
certificates are as follows:   Engines, Electrical Systems, Air Conditioners, Transmissions, Suspensions, Drive Lines, Brakes, 
Engine Diagnostics and Computers.  You must have the first eight certificates to be designated "Master Technician".   Frank 
has all nine, which makes him an Advanced Master Technician!!
     Frank's father and brother live on a farm about a mile from the house.  The three of us got into Debbie's red 1997 Monte 
Carlo to go and see the family's collection of Corvettes.  The farm consists of at least five large buildings, three of which are 
shops or garages.  The one Frank uses is a 60x90 ft. steel building which houses his 1964 red Corvette coupe and, 
temporarily, the Angell's 1964 Stingray Coupe on which Frank is doing some electrical and tune up work.  It also houses his 
racing equipment.  He has a 1970 Chevy Nova, which he bought in 1971 for his daily driver.  For the last thirty years he has 
been drag racing with it.  The race car is transported in a twenty-four foot trailer, towed by a one-ton GMC pickup with duals 
and a license plate reading (REDRAYSIR).  It should be pointed out that all his equipment: truck, trailer and car sport a bright 
red color.  The trailer contains a complete mobile shop and is equipped to perform any job that may be required in the field.
     His love of cars began at age eleven when Frank started to read Hot Rod Magazine.  He has always liked drag racing and 
has been doing it for thirty years. He also fell in love with Corvettes especially the mid-year models.  The family is so into 
Corvettes that they now own seven!!  I was most impressed with an immaculate 1954 model, which was under a dust cover in 
Mike's shop.  Others include a beautiful red 1964, two 1974's, a 1984, a 1994 ad a 1980 "fixer-upper" which Frank recently 
bought for $3,500.  He says that his father is the primary owner of these cars, which are considered investments.  They will be 
sold when the market looks good.  In the meantime, Frank is keeping busy maintaining them.  Mike's garage building sports a 
sign proclaiming:  "Dad's Toy Shop".  In addition to the many Corvettes, there is a forty-foot motor home and four 18,000 lb 
wheel hoists allowing complete maintenance access to this very large vehicle.
     The third large garage building holds a big Peterbuild tractor and a lowboy trailer along with farm tractors and mowers.  
These belong to Frank's brother who is in the trucking business.  He also farms fifteen acres.  It was interesting to me, (an old 
Caterpillar salesman) to note that both the motor home and the Peterbuilt are powered by Caterpillar diesel engines.
    In addition to his membership in Corvette Annapolis, Frank also belongs to the Kent Island Cruiser's Club and the National 
and International Hot Rod Associations.  His daily driver is a red (of course) 1999 Jimmy SUV.
     Frank and Debbie enjoy bike riding, reading and music from the 60's and 70's.  He says, "Life does't get any better than 
sun, music and working on a car".


