
                 MEET THE MEMBERS
                       by Chuck Claypool

     When Kevin Hodges  decided to leave his condominium and buy a
house his only instructions to the realtor were to find a house with a 
three-car garage nd no covenants.  He succeeded in finding a house with
a detached three-car garage, which met all the requirements.  However,
Kevin figures you can never have enough garage space, so he added
two more garage spaces for a total of five.  His house is now home to
Kevin, four cars, a garden tractor and a couple of cats named Zack and
Pandora who came from the AA SPCA.
     Kevin is a self described "Montgomery County School product", born in DC and raised in Silver Spring.  
He attended the West Virginia Institute of Technology in Montgomery, WV majoring in Printing 
Management.  For the past twenty years he has worked as a printing specialist the the U.S. Government 
Printing Office. On top of his regular work, he has his "un-paying job" as a volunteer Firefighter, Treasurer 
and Emergency Medical Technician for the Marlboro Volunteer Fire Dept. in Upper Marlboro.  One wall 
holds plaques with citations for his volunteer work in this field.
     A walk through his house reveals Kevin's wide-ranging interests.  One of those interests is 
photography.  His professional-quality photos adorn the walls.  He is an Ansel Adams fan, and a great 
many framed examples of the famed camera artist's work are on display throughout the house.  He has a 
collection of old cameras, which he started in high school and once had his own dark room.  It was 
rendered obsolete by the digital revolution.      
      Other pictures reveal another of Kevin's passions.   There is a picture of Sonny Jergensen with Vince 
Lombardi and one of John Riggins running toward the goal line during Super Bowl XXVII in the Rose 
Bowl.  These, and other items around the house, hint at his enthusiasm for the Redskins.  He is, of 
course, a season ticket holder.
     The house is more than just a picture gallery.  I checked out his office with its computer in a roll-top 
desk!!  The big surprise came when we descended a narrow staircase into the basement.  I was surprised 
at its large size.  There were many more pictures on the walls, collections of Corvette models, a gym with 
all its mysterious and sinister looking equipment.  The main attraction was not the well-stocked bar or the 
hot tub on the deck outside the gym or the brick fireplace.  These were very nice, but the thing that 
impressed me the most was what I would call a movie theatre.  It consists of comfortable couches facing 
a 65-inch Sony color high definition TV with surround sound.  Two very large floor-to-ceiling sets of 
shelves hold the movies, one for video discs and one for tapes.  There isn't a movie that I could ask for 
which he doesn't have.
     His first car was a 1976 Chevy Monza with an aluminum block.  "It was a disaster which got 10 miles 
per gallon and 10,000 miles per clutch".  This caused him to buy mostly Japanese cars until 2003 when 
he acquired his 2003 50th anniversary Corvette coupe.  He had seen the car at the dealership and told 
the salesman that he would go home and think about it.  After thinking for a short time he went back to 
buy the car but was told that it had been sold while he was gone.  The buyer turned out to be Bud 
Brengle!!  Fortunately the dealer was able to find another nearly identical car for Kevin.  He also has a 
1998 F150 Ford Pickup, a 2002 Toyota Camry and a 1958 Chevy Delray.  The Toyota is his daily driver 
and all but the Chevy are identical burgundy red color.
     The Club activities he enjoys the most are the trips such as Bowling Green, Hershey and Ocean City.  
He had no sooner purchased his new corvette than he took off for the West Coast.  Accompanying him 
were two buddies in a rented Mustang.  They had a great time traveling on Highway 66 taking pictures all 
the way.  Kevin has framed pictures of his Corvette with the Pacific Ocean in the background, taken in 
Santa Monica, and another with the Atlantic background taken on the Ocean City boardwalk.  A well-
rounded man with a well-traveled car.  We're lucky to have him as a member.
     


