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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER by Pete Klein 

 
Greetings Fellow Corvette Enthusiasts!   

 

Well, itôs cold out there.  But, so what ïour cars can take it! (Just donôt ask me 

how many times my (oops, Our) Vette has been out of the garage since 

November).  Iôve already heard a couple of dead battery stories, and itôs only late 

January.  Spring is on its way! I hope. 

 

We are only one month into the New Year and have already enjoyed two 

activities. Thanks to Dean Moore for putting together the brunch at Jaspers. It 

was a good crowd and everyone had fun. And, the first Shop Night at Ourisman 

Chevrolet was a big success with 23 attendees, including guys and gals.  Thanks 

to Rob Striegel and John Olbrich for putting their cars on the lifts and letting the 

rest of us point at things and ask, ñWhatôs thatò? Royce and Ken at Ourisman 

were great. I think we all learned a lot.  The next Shop Night at Ourisman is 

March 30 at 7 PM. 

 

As I write this we are scheduling our 2010 Shows and Rallye planning meeting.  

Over the past few years, Nancy and I have chaired three Shows, and have found 

them to be exciting and rewarding projects.  If you would like to experience a 

deeper involvement as a member of Corvette Annapolis, I encourage you to 

consider chairing or assisting with one of these events. Co-chairs or helpers are 

always welcome.  If you are unable to attend the planning meeting, but you have 

ideas for consideration, please send them to me. Fresh ideas are always welcome. 

 

Thanks so much to Joe Barney for putting together an outstanding list of social 

events for 2010.  As we discussed during the January club meeting, weôre mixing 

things up a little bit. As usual, the events list is something of a living document.  

You can always check it out on our website.  

 

The NCCC East Region calendar of competition events has been posted at 

www.ernccc.org. I encourage everyone to look for their favorite types of events 

and start thinking about all the opportunities for Corvette fun that await us this 

year. Of particular note, one of our sister clubs, Corvette Club of America, is 

local to us and is starting to host Fun Shows and Autocross events within a short 

drive of the Annapolis area. Thatôs great news! 

 

Reminder ïthe next club meeting is Tuesday, 09, February 7 PM at the Annapolis 

Library. 

 

In closing, the Board of Directors hope that everyone is having a fun and safe 

Winter, and Nancy and I echo that sentiment.  We look forward to seeing our 

Corvette Annapolis friends often throughout the year. 

 

Pete
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Member’s Corner… 
Featuring Bentz Puryear 

 

 

 

 just got back from a four day Grand Prix aka Bob Bondurant 

School of High Performance Driving in Phoenix, Arizona. 

www.bondurant.com.  I was very impressed with the school and 

their instructors. They have a well thought out program that brings 

you along in learning and accident avoidance as well as, simply put, 

how to drive fast on a track. We spent about 30 minutes of class time 

each morning and again after lunch. The rest of the time I was behind 

the wheel.  Unfortunately, I had the bad luck of being there during the 

worst weather they had seen in years. Consequently, we did a lot of driving in the rain which was both 

good and bad. Good because we learned a lot about driving in the rain, and bad because we did not get 

to drive the Formula cars as they run on slicks.  

 

Our class had two students for each instructor, and mine was Danny Bullock. He was great to work 

with and could back up his instruction with some of the fastest, high-speed performance driving I have 

ever experienced on a track.  The program is a combination of driving solo, and riding along with your 

instructor to learn the best lines and braking maneuvers while on the track.  However, this is not just a 

track experience but we were also taught how to avoid accidents as well as how to steer the car under 

braking with ABS full on.  

 

The first day they took us on a ride in a full size GM van that could 

hold up to 12 peopleða big van. The guy driving took us around 

the track to familiarize us; and how he did not roll the van, I do not 

know. Easily the fastest ride in a van that I have ever been on and 

in the rain, sliding around the corners. I had a death grip on the 

door handle and the driver was talking to us about the track 

throughout the whole ride. He never missed a beat. To me, that 

might have been more impressive than the corvette rides. These 

instructors were that good. All have had real racing experience and 

most have won in their class. Through the course of our program, we were told they go through over a 

million dollars worth of Goodyear tires in a year and I believe them. The cars were well maintained, 

and if any problems did come up, they had spare cars to switch to while yours was being fixed.  

 

After finishing the course I received a nice certificate of graduation and a card that allows me to get a 

regional SCCA license.  I could go on for a page or two on the experiences I had while there. In short, 

I recommend this school to anyone who wishes to be able to drive their car faster and safer whether on 

the track or daily street driving, but you didnôt hear me say thaté Please feel free to email me if you 

would like to know more about the school.  bentzpuryear@comcast.net  

 

I 
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Corvette Annapolis  
 

Announcements 
 

REMINDER – BRUNCH 
Saturday, February 27  

@ The Nautilus Diner, 1:00 P.M. 

Leave WB Parking Lot at 12:30 

 

For more information, 

Contact Nancy Klein, 

nancyhklein@comcast.net 

 

 

NAVY LACROSSE GAMES 
Possible Dates 

 March 6 

March 20 

Updates will be posted. 
 

 

Shows and Rallyes Meeting 
Nautilus Diner, Tuesday, February 16, 6 p.m. 

 

Planning for 

May 16, Fun Show @ Ourisman Chevrolet 

June 19, Rallye 

July 10, Fun Show @ The Greene Turtle 

 



 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 2   Deanna Triplett 

 7   Janice Williams 

14  Paulette Hynson 

19  Dave Davis 

20  Rich Rattell  

23  Sonny Brown 

 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 

Groundhog 

Day 

3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 

CA Club 

Meeting 

Library 7 pm 

10   11 

 

12 Lincoln’s 
Birthday.

 

13 

14    Valentines 

Day 

 

15

 

16  Informal 

Mtg. Nautilus 

Diner 6 pm 

17 18 19 20 

21 22 

President’s 

Day 

23 24 25 26 27 

Brunch @ 

The Nautilus 

Diner, 1 PM. 

28       

 

February 2010 

Att:  all Restaurant Enthusiasts:  Annapolis Restaurant Week , 

February 15-21.  www.annapolisrestaurantweek.com.htm  

http://www.annapolisrestaurantweek.com.htm/

