Meet the Members
by Elaine Phillips

The lure of real estate for me has always been an
opportunity to visit beautiful properties. Such was the case recently
when Bill and | traveled down to Calvert County to spend a day with Allen and Janice Williams for this
interview and explore Calvert County with them. There, nestled deep among rolling hills and farmlands
on a long country road, is an attractive rancher sitting on three acres.

We are greeted warmly, and | sense how much | will enjoy writing this column. They are a quiet
and unassuming couple, so we begin the interview by exploring the house. The walls in many rooms are
lined with numbered prints, several by renowned artist, Mary Lou Troutman. All capturing the artists’ love
of water fowl, shorelines, and working skipjacks of the Chesapeake. Other areas reflect memorabilia and
framed articles citing Allen’s achievements during his firefighting career. Their home projects warmth and
comfort; a handsome fireplace; rooms that flow from one to another. We follow them through the main
house to a large sunroom for seating. But the rear view of the property catches my eye and | am at once
drawn to the window. Beyond a rolling hillside in the backyard we overlook the waters of the
Chesapeake Bay. The entire view is breathtaking. Janice hands me binoculars and | peer into sailboats
adrift in lazy fashion. She tells me the farmland, all 120 acres along the road, was originally owned by
her great grandfather and that various parcels have been passed onto the family. Her brother owns the
adjacent farm that we pass on the way in.

Allen and Janice have been married 29 years and, lived here all their life. They met early on when
Janice was a phone volunteer at a Muscular Dystrophy Telethon down at the Firehouse. Allen happened
to stop in. The rest, as they say, is history. And though that sounds like love at first sight, they waited five
years to marry. After graduation from Prince George® Community College with an AA in Fire Science
Technology, Allen later graduated from University of MD in 1986 with a Bachelors Degree. He was
influenced during his teen years by friends who shared the same interest and all started as volunteer
firefighters. Allen has a lifetime career in firefighting; her late father, a volunteer firefighter as well. After
30 years of service with Anne Arundel Fire Department, Allen retired November 2006. He then moved
onto the Fire and Rescue Institute at University of Maryland, College Park, as an Instructional Designer,
where he presently works. To his credit, are several published papers instituting new policies on fire-
fighting safety methods. Janice graduated from Prince George® Community College with an AA in
Business Administration. During high school, she started working part-time for the Calvert County Public
School System and after graduation, went onto full-time employment, and has racked up a 30-year
tenure. They have one daughter, Sarah, 20, living at home.

The Williams have a condo in Myrtle Beach, and love to golf there. They also love travel, road
trips, music concerts and outings with Corvette Annapolis. | knew they were both avid golfers; however,
my curiosity was working overtime about how she became involved as well. So | asked Janice how it
was that she shared Allen’s love of the game. She proceeded to tell me he started playing somewhere
around the age of 10, and never stopped. "He asked me to ride along one day, and that® all it took! He
always said that | was "coach-able" and he® a great instructor."

In anticipation of Allen® retirement from the Fire Department in 2006, they gave up the Firebird’'s
and Camaro’s of their youth, and, after much deliberation, bought their 2007 C6 coupe in Monterey Red.
It was a love affair consummated. And, soon after, learned of the Corvette Annapolis Car Club. What
a bonus! Corvette owners who get together and share fun activities; who raise money for Anne Arundel
Cancer Infusion Center. How comforting to give back to those stricken with cancer. For their everyday
ride, Janice has a 2001 Chevy Tahoe; and for Allen® commute to College Park, a 2007 Toyota Scion.

We spent the day with a bit of progressive eating and a visit to the Calvert Marine Museum, and
ended with dinner at The Tides and a short hop over to the local cruise-in.

Please give a warm corvette welcome to Allen and Janice Williams. -



