
                                     MEET THE MEMBERS
                                             By Chuck Claypool
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	��������  live with Bungee in the Westbrooke section of Severn, MD.  
(Bungee is a Jack Russell Terrier who acts as as their official greeter.)  They were more than 
gracious to grant me an interview in the morning when you consider the fact that they were 
preparing to entertain twenty-three people that afternoon.  They were getting ready for their 
family crab feast, which is an annual affair.  They have four sons by previous marriages and 
eight grandchildren.  The Rattalls were married sixteen years ago after meeting at work.
     Rich was born in Springfield, Mass. He grew up and attended school in Glen Burnie, MD.  
He has a degree in Computer Science from Northern Virginia Community College.  Kathleen 
was born and raised in Nebraska City, Nebraska and attended college at Peru State University, 
(also in Nebraska).  She lived for fifteen years in Southern California before moving to the East 
Coast.
     They met while both were working at a Hughes Aircraft subsidiary, which is now Ratheon.  
Rich is currently a data base administrator for Lockheed-Martin while Kathleen works for 
Booze-Allen as a standards consultant for information technology.  They moved from 
Alexandria to Maryland four years ago.
     Kathleen said of Richard, "He's the handiest person I've ever met.  He can fix anything!!"  
His basement contains the most complete woodworking shop that I have ever seen in a private 
home.  Kathleen says that she gave him freedom in the basement in exchange for her wine 
refrigerator in the kitchen.  Another hobby is model railroading.  His O-gauge layout covers an 
8x24 foot table in another basement room.  There is also the workout equipment, which seems 
to be in everyone's home these days.  She loves to read and to cook, while he builds houses 
for Habitat for Humanity.
     Rich is the car nut.  His first was a '68 Camaro, which he took drag racing at Capitol 
Raceway.  They now own a 2006 Honda Accord, a 1999 Chevrolet Silverado pickup, a 2001 
VW Passat and an immaculate 1974 Honduras maroon Corvette coupe.  While living in 
Alexandria he built a garage in order that he could have the Corvette.  It now shows 80,000 
miles on the odometer and resides under a cover in their current garage.
     The Rattalls do a lot of traveling.  They have been to Thailand to visit an eleven-year-old girl, 
which they support through the Christian Children's Fund.  They enjoy a home in Fenwick, a 
time-share in Puerto Vellarta, Mexico and somehow find time to go to Colorado once a year.  
This year it will be to Winter Park for the sking.
     This active and attractive couple is another example of the interesting people who own 
Corvettes and who make our club a fun group.


